
Why the Concern? 

Although the BAA claims to use its donated money for a 
great good, and in some part probably does, the pan-
demic lockdown of 2020 and recent news in the Dio-
cese raises serious concerns.  

1. Unholy Lockdowns

Last year, as so many struggled with the psychological 
trauma of the three month lockdown, many wished 
they could rely more heavily on their Church. The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church declares, “The Eucharist is 
"the source and summit of the Christian life." "The other 
sacraments, and indeed all ecclesiastical ministries and 
works of the apostolate, are bound up with the Eucha-
rist and are oriented toward it” (CCC 1324). During the 
lockdown, Catholic faithful had no recourse to the Eu-
charist, the Source of their life as Christians. Instead of 
fighting for his flock, Bishop Brennan became another 
draconian leader ripping out the heart of the Christian 
life from those he was ordained to serve. For three 
months, no Catholic could receive the Sacrament of 
Confession or be anointed by a priest. It is now well 
known that mental illness significantly increased during 
this time frame. According to Forbes* 1 out of every 5 
Americans had a physical reaction when even thinking 
about the pandemic. Text messages to the National 
Distress Hotline increased by 1000%. Suicides are and 
were on the rise. Although specific estimates are hard 
to gather at the moment, one health expert comment-
ed*, “Widely reported studies modelling the effect of 
the covid-19 pandemic on suicide rates predicted in-
creases ranging from 1% to 145%.” For Catholics who 
rely on the True Presence of Christ in the Eucharist as 
their foundation they were no longer permitted to even 
enter their own parishes for a visit. Which Bishop 
anywhere has ever issued an apology to the Christian 
faithful and to the Church for the spiritual abuse and 
trauma and pain which their lockdown, shutdown, 
suppression has wrought unto their lives and families 
and unto Christ's own Heart which has loved the 
human race so much?

2. Treatment of Faithful Priests

In June of 2020 a local priest was severely reprimanded 
by Bishop Brennan for standing up for promoting Church 
teaching. The priest, who held a Marriage Rally near 
downtown Columbus, organized a peaceful, prayerful 
demonstration with other Catholics to pray the Rosary 
together while promoting the Church’s teaching on
marriage as between a man and a woman. The priest was 
ordered to travel to another state to enter a medical 
institute for his “divisive behavior.” Despite letter 
campaigns to the Bishop, the story making national 
news*, and the faithful peacefully protesting at the 
Cathedral, Bishop Brennan refused to allow the priest 
back into the Diocese, effectively keeping him at the 
institute for a period of nine months. Despite the very
expensive accommodations at the medical institute, it is
unclear out of which funds the Diocese paid for the bills.  

Bishops are the "client" to medical institutions on behalf 
of any Priest under his jurisdiction, and Priests are 
designated the "patient". The quality of care or lack
thereof, the goal of the treatment, and the duration of any 
treatment is ultimately dependent upon the Bishop's 
discretion. Any personal treatment within the institution's 
inner operations can also either be known by him or be 
hidden from him, though "invincible ignorance" is 
unlikely.
However, given that Priests have been obstructed or 
denied the ability and accessibility to purchase for 
themselves, or receive from others basic self-care 
necessities by the institution's "team", as the latter will 
not provide for such basic necessities despite the large 
expenses being given to them, it reveals the Bishops' and 
Diocesan "team's" unfortunate negligence for the care of
the Priests sent away to receive treatment at such an
institution, whether being sent for treatment was 
necessary or not.

In the same month and year another priest* who had 
served the Diocese for four decades retired at the historic 
parish whose original beauty he had served for over a 
year to restore. The day after his retirement, a man ac-
cused the priest of sexual misconduct allegedly from four 
decades earlier. Although all reports of sexual miscon-
duct should be treated seriously, the circumstances of 
this man’s sudden accusation seemed too suspicious to 
many faithful in the Diocese. The well-known priest who 
had worked in many parishes, schools, and institutions in 
the diocese was now facing the most serious and horren-
dous accusation that can be held against a priest. Alt-
hough no other accusations from other possible victims 
ever surfaced, the newly retired priest was placed on the 
Diocesan list of clergy accused of abuse of a minor after 
the allegation came out as “credible.” As The Dispatch 
explained, “The diocese emphasized that a determination 
of credibility is not considered proof of guilt.” Despite the 
odd circumstances surrounding the allegations of the 
reported victim, the diocese has removed from ministry a 
priest who faithfully served the People of God for dec-
ades without taking the time and resources to see if such 
allegations were indeed legitimate. 

The Dallas Charter, which is the document used to ad-

dress the matter of clerical sex abuse allegations, ironical-

ly was designed by now-EX-Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, 

notably the most infamous contemporary figure who 

destroyed the lives of minors, Seminarians and Priests for 

his own sexual gratification. Why? To shield Bishops from 

accountability by throwing Priests under the bus 

regardless of the Priest’s guilt or innocence. There are 
Priests even innocent who have committed suicide due 
to the onslaught of abuse and abandonment they have 
suffered, on top of the financial burden of being made 
to provide for any legal defense out of their own pocket 
- they are utterly abandoned in every way by their 
shepherds once an accusation is made and deemed 
"credible". They are also not allowed to fundraise.



Why Not to Donate to 
Diocese of Columbus 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
The Catholic faithful through the centuries have trust-
ed their Bishops and Priests to use their donated hard-
earned money for the glory of God and His Church. 
Many Catholics who are faithful to the Church and Her 
Mission still give willingly and generously to the Bish-
op’s Appeal every year. However, disturbing trends in 
the Church at large and locally call us to step back and 
reflect on the good of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 

What We Know About the BAA: 

Taking a look at the diocese’s website for the BAA 

(https://columbuscatholicgiving.org/), one will not

find an itemized list, or even general list, of where the 
funds from the BAA are directed. What can be found 
on the website is the very general pie graph that has 
been used for years. The pie graph is split into seven 
categories. About 70% of the funds reportedly go into 
three categories: Priest, deacon, and seminarian edu-
cation; spiritual and pastoral programs, and education 
programs. No clear description is given to what is ex-
actly entailed in each of these categories. One must 
trust that the pie graph, with its limited information, is 
giving money to these generalized categories. 

3. “Woke” is not Catholic

Despite the various issues in the local church including 
sacramental starvation of his flock during the lockdown, 
Bishop Brennan joined in the politics of the day after a 
man high on fentanyl resisted arrest and was subse-
quently succumbed by multiple officers. Although the 
circumstances of that incident are tragic, the politics of 
the day painted the encounter as “racist,” despite the 
total absence of any proof that the specific incidents of 
that day were an act of violence against a citizen due to 
the color of his skin. Bishop Brennan made his voice one 
with the woke crowd stating in a letter, “The events 
surrounding the death of Mr. George Floyd in 
Minneapolis are deeply troubling for all people, causing 
unrest and anger. The feelings surrounding this situa-
tion and others like it are justified, and there are so 
many ways those feelings and thoughts can and should 
be voiced…Mr. Floyd’s death calls for an honest self-
examination on the part of all of us that seeks to identi-
fy sinful attitudes and judgments that must be reme-
died.”* Bishop Brennan also enacted a, “Day of Prayer 
and Fasting for an end to Racism” that took place on 
Tuesday, June 9th *. Many now understand that groups 
that promoted social unrest - after the unfortunate 
death of George Floyd and subsequent others - are
Marxist*, thus standing in complete contradiction to 
Catholic Teaching.  

BAA Alternatives

Although giving to the Church is a duty and right for all 
of its faithful, there are other ways to make an impact. 

Many parishes promote the BAA by stating that all of the 
proceeds that exceed the parish goal will go to the 
needs of the parish.* Catholic faithful can cut out the 
middle man and give the funds directly to their parish. 
Other institutes that promote the values and ethics of 
Catholic teaching can also be a great way to make a 
financial offering.*   
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Please neither send any hatred or vitriol to the Bishop at 
all—please pray for him—nor send any money to the 
BAA until financial transparency is given to the Christian 
faithful, and the virtuous, morally upright conclusions (in 
line with the Gospel) to these matters are accomplished.

Canon Law 212-213, 383-384, 386-387 

Matthew 5:23-24 ; 7:9-10

18:10, 14-17 ; 25:31-45

6:20-24, 33 ; 28:17-20
May God bless you. 
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